SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT: HOPE
Sunday, December 9th:
6,7,8 regular class 8:35-9:45
Play practice grade 1,3,4,5.
***Confirmation youth/parent
or sponsor meet. 8:35-9:45
Wednesday December 12th:
9-12 grade class 6:15-7:45
Sunday, December 16th:
8:35-9:45 Play practice grades
1,3,4,5 in costume.
6,7,8 grade practice songs.
Wednesday December 19th:
6:15-7:45 9-12 grade class
Christmas Vacation
No Classes-Dec. 23-January 4th
Children tell the Christmas Story
January 6th at 10:00 AM Mass.

We light a second purple candle on the second Sunday of Advent to represent
the hope of Christ coming to the world.
The word "hope" has two meanings in the Bible. The first, tiqvah, contains the
sense of eager anticipation or waiting. The second, elpis. depicts a sense of confident expectation based on certainty. Biblical hope is secured by God's faithfulness
to His promises. For the Old Testament leaders, their hope was in the Messiah's
arrival. For us, it is the hope of the Messiah's return.
God's plan for humanity unfolded in the town of Bethlehem, the birthplace of the
Messiah, joyously fulfilling a long-awaited promise. Today we confidently wait for
the Messiah's triumphant return.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the ways
of Thine only-begotten Son, that through His
coming we may be worthy to serve Thee with
purified minds. Who livest and reignest, with
God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost,
God, world without end. Amen.

Christmas Schedule 2018
Thursday, December 20th: Penance Service at St. John’s 6:30 PM
Monday, December 24th: Christmas Eve Masses - 4PM, 6PM, 12:00 midnight
Tuesday, December 25th: Christmas Day Mass 10:00 AM
Sunday, January 6th: 10:00 AM Mass At the beginning of Mass Children will tell the Christmas story.
The Saints and Seven Characteristics
of an Effective Evangelist:
5). Faithful: It’s the love of Christ that fills our hearts and impels us to
evangelize…. Faith grows when it’s lived as an experience of love
received and when it is communicated as an experience of grace and
joy. It makes us fruitful, as it expands our hearts in hope and enables us
to bear lifegiving witness: indeed, it opens the hearts and minds of those
who listen to respond to the Lord’s invitation to adhere to his word and
become his disciples.—Pope Benedict XVI

Faithfulness, especially in times of trial, can bring about great
fruitfulness. We will always face suffering. Most of the time suffering
presents itself as a minor annoyance in trivial things. But there are times
when we face suffering that brings us to our breaking point. Either way,
how we suffer can give testimony to the glory of our Redeemer. We must
suffer differently. We must suffer in a manner that displays the life, love,
and eternal hope that Christ desires to bestow. Our attempts at
evangelization will be futile unless we faithfully offer up our sufferings
like Jesus Christ for the salvation of souls.
Faith is such a tremendous gift from God. Gifts are meant to be given
and received. If we have received the gift of faith then we must give it
away. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes it beautifully:
Faith is a personal act-the free response of the human person to the
initiative of God who reveals himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No
one can believe alone, just as no one can live alone. You have not given
yourself faith as you have not given yourself life. The believer has
received faith from others and should hand it on to others. Our love for
Jesus and for our neighbor impels us to speak to others about our faith.
Each believer is a link in the great chain of believers. I cannot believe
without being carried by the faith of others, and by my faith I help support
others in the faith. (CCC166) —Chris Stewart, Tony Brandt Casting Net Ministry

Pope Benedict XVI said, “Each of you has a personal vocation which He has
given you for your own joy and sanctity. The Vocation Ministry should bring
awareness to this fact in a myriad of ways, encouraging every parishioner, adult,
and child to ask God, “What is your plan for my life? What will bring me ultimate
joy?.” One of the primary purposes of the Vocation Ministry is to lovingly,
prayerful, and frequently present the priesthood, religious life, and marriage as
the options to be discerned & explain how that discernment process is to be
completed. Hundredfold, A guide to Parish Vocation Ministry- Rhonda Gruenewald

The Seven Pillars of Effective Evangelization:
5). Sacramental: Jesus Christ came to redeem humanity, to

be the Savior of the World. His mission was to reestablish a
relationship between God and humanity. In order for the
relationship to be restored, Christ won for us grace, and He
decided that the grace would be delivered to us in the
sacraments. We assume that God could have delivered
sanctifying grace in many different ways but He chose to do
so in the sacraments through ordinary elements, such as
bread, wine, water and oil.
The sacraments change us. The sacraments unite us as
one body. The sacraments bring us closer to one another. The sacraments bind
us together and they will continue to make that bond stronger. “The bread which
we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.” 1
Cor 10:16-17.

The sacraments are meant for them-that is, for those who are not yet in the
Church. In the work of evangelization what are we inviting people to? Or
welcoming them to? Or ushering them to? Ultimately, it is to bring them to the
sacraments. The more we experience Christ in the sacraments the more we will
desire to share Christ with others and the more effective we will be,. The
sacraments will change you, and therefore it will change us, which will more
effectively bring them—bring others—to the Font of Eternal Life.
Casting Nets Ministry, Chris Stewart and Tony Brandt

Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church
Our Sacred Vision: Like Jesus, Saint John’s Church
is a welcoming, serving, vibrant community,
forming saintly disciples.

Prayer
Stewardship
Solidarity
Mercy
Charity
Family

This week and next, our Gospel readings invite us to
consider John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus. John
the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets,
preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel. To
affirm this, Luke quotes at length from the prophet Isaiah.
John baptizes for repentance and for forgiveness of sins,
preparing the way for God's salvation.
The three Synoptic Gospels—Mark, Matthew, and Luke—
attest to the importance of the baptism of John in preparing
for Jesus. Only the Gospel of Luke, however, extends the
connection between these two men to their birth. The first
two chapters of Luke's Gospel contain the Infancy Narrative,
which tells about the births of John the Baptist and Jesus.
These stories set the stage for the beginning of Jesus' public
ministry in chapter 3.
The evangelist Luke is the author of the Gospel that bears
his name, and he also wrote the Acts of the Apostles as a
continuation of the story of Jesus and the Church. In these
two works, Luke's sense of time and history emerges. He
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
identifies three epochs of salvation history: the time before
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch Christ, the time of Christ, and the time of the Church and the
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Holy Spirit. In today's Gospel reading, as elsewhere, John
the Baptist is presented as the figure who bridges the time
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high
before Christ and prepares the way for Christ's own ministry.
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
In today's Gospel we also note Luke's attention to political
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.
and historical detail. Luke shows that salvation is for all
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
people and situated in world events. Therefore, Luke lists
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
the political and religious leaders at the time of John's
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:
appearance in the desert. Salvation is understood as God's
breaking into this political and social history.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.
of
the Advent season. As John's message prepared the way
Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill
for Jesus, we too are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus'
shall be made low.
coming. We respond to John's message by repentance
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and reform of our lives. We are also called to be
and the rough ways made smooth,
prophets of Christ, who announce by our lives the
coming of the Lord, as John did. Loyola Press
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Lk 3:1-6
Pastor: Fr. Ron Garry
ron.stjohns@midconetwork.com 605-850-8593
Parish Secretary: Sherri Stoeser
sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com

Love God - Serve God
Love Others - Serve Others
Make Disciples

Weekday Mass ***(check bulletin weekly schedule)
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 7:00 AM
Tuesday - 5:30 PM
Saturday - 8 AM (1st Saturday of the month only)

Faith Formation: Josie Huck Tardiff
josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com
Rectory (605) 223 - 2176
Fax
(605) 223 - 2805
Hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5 pm
Website www.stjohnsfortpierre.org
206 West Main Ave. Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532

Confessions: Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 PM or appointment
Mass Times: Saint John’s, on the Lord’s Day
Saturday - 5:30 PM
Sunday - 7:30 & 10:00 AM

Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre, on the Lord’s Day:
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Sunday, 8:00 & 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

December 9th, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent

Marriage - 6 months preparation: Call Father Ron.
Baptism - Call Father Ron for information.
Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure scheduled,
please call to schedule the celebration of the Sacrament.

Welcome to all newcomers
and those visiting!
Please take a welcome brochure at the church entrance.
To register, contact the parish office or go online at
www.stjohnsfortpierre.org

St. John’s Weekly Schedule
Sunday, December 9th Second Sunday of Advent
8:35-9:45 AM Atrium through Confirmation Classes
4:00-5:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration
No Advent Bible Study
Wednesday, December 12th
6:15- 7:45 PM 9-12 grade class
Thursday, December 13th
6:30 PM Maranatha Prayer Group
Sunday, December 16th Third Sunday of Advent
8:35-9:45 AM Atrium through Confirmation Classes
4:00-5:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 PM Advent Bible Study-Padre Hall

Friday, December 21st St. John’s is going caroling!!!
Meet in Church Parking Lot at 5:00 PM. All welcome to join in.
St. John parish penance service is Thursday, December 20th,
6:30pm. with six priests present. "Blessed are the clean of heart, for
they shall see God." To celebrate with a full heart, repent. Examine your
conscience for sinful deeds done: against God, the temple of your soul,
and against others. Be sorrowful for the charity you failed to do.
"Almighty and merciful God, you have brought us together in the
name of your Son to receive your mercy and grace in our time of need.
Open our eyes to see the evil we have done. Touch our hearts and
convert us to yourself. Where sin has divided and scattered, may your
love make us one again; where sin has brought weakness, may your
power heal and strengthen; where sin has brought death, may your
Spirit raise us to new life. Give us a heart to love you, so that our lives
may reflect the image of your Son. May the world see the glory of Christ
revealed in your Church, and come to know that he is the One whom
you have sent, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen
Weekly Readings:
Sunday, December 9th: Baruch 5:1-9 Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 Luke 3:1-6
Monday, December 10th: Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday, December 11th: Isaiah 40:1-11 Matthew 18:12-14
Wednesday, December 12th: Zechariah 2:14-17 Luke 1:26-38
Thursday, December 13th: Isaiah 41:13-20 Matthew 11:11-15
Friday, December 14th: Isaiah 48:17-19 Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday, December 15th: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11 Matthew 17:9, 10-13
Sunday, December 16th: Zephaniah 3:14-18 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:10-18

From Father Ron





Legacies for church ministry funded by donations:
1963 - Cathedral
1997-Western SD Catholic Foundation
2009 - For Newman Centers and Terra Sancta
2018 - Living the Mission

Bishop Gruss writes: "Living the Mission - A Legacy of Faith,
a Legacy of Giving invites each of us to personally take up
the mission of Jesus … it is not a project to be completed but an ongoing way of
discipleship.... I hope that you will join me … following in the footsteps of our Master,
who not only showed us the way, but taught the way... May Christ's peace, love, joy,
and faith reign in our hearts." Over the past two years, Bishop Gruss gathered
people to consider developing diocesan ministries, including Rapid City Catholic
Schools. After feasibility studies, the big list has been refined to five elements, with a
$12 million goal.
Two of the five elements for buildings:
·New Pastoral Center for diocesan offices under one roof;
·Expanded cafeteria & kitchen at Rapid City St. Thomas More School.
Three for dedicated endowment funds:
·Support churches in the poverty of reservation areas;
·Expand funding for retired priests’ pension;
·Support Rapid City Catholic School teachers’ salaries.
When our $355,000 parish goal is reached, we receive 20% of that total. Our councils
have suggested three needs: Reducing HVAC debt, Training Catechists, Church
Carpet replacement.
There is a long history associated with the Prayer of St. Michael the Archangel.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all
the other evil spirits who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Bishop Robert Gruss has given pastors the choice to revive the practice of praying
this prayer before or after the celebration of the Mass in the parishes of the Diocese
of Rapid City. This was the recommendation of the Priests Presbyteral Council at
their October meeting. Whether to pray this prayer and when remains the choice of
the pastors. Our tradition tells us that Michael, who is mentioned in the book of Daniel
and in the Book of Revelation, is the angel who battled against the devil and the
fallen angels when they rebelled against God’s plan of salvation. St. Michael the
Archangel remains a strong advocate and intercessor in the struggle against
evil and its power in the world. St. Paul tells us to “Put on the armor of God so that
you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil” (Eph 6:11). St. Francis
DeSales said, “Veneration to St. Michael is the greatest remedy against despising the
rights of God, against insubordination, skepticism and infidelity.” (WRC Nov 2018) .

Create a Basket of Holiday gifts for your Co-workers, neighbors, friends,
teachers and family with Fair Trade Products. Nov. 26th -Dec. 20th.
Baskets are $25.00
Items include the following—Choose
One Hot Cocoa or baking cocoa
Choice of 3 different kinds of chocolate bars
Choice of one tea
Fairtrade Coffees, Teas
Choice of one coffee
and Chocolates will be
Also Fair Trade product sale: Buyavailable for purchase after
1 coffee and 1 chocolate bar for $10.00
this weekends Masses.
1 coffee and 2 chocolate bars for $12.00
1 baking or hot cocoa mix and 1 tea and 1 chocolate bar for $12
Stop by the table to sign up for a basket and Diane Smith will call you
for choice selections or you can contact Diane Smith - 224-1306.

Please kneel after the closing song and pray three Hail Mary’s
for the next person from our parish who passes away.

God chose Mary to carry his only son. A simple, teenage Jewish
girl from nowhere. Not a celebrity. Not a princess. And how did
Mary respond? She said yes...
25th Annual Advent Baby Shower: through Christmas. We invite you to bring
new gifts, new-born to 5 year old, place them in bassinet at church entrance. Your
gifts fill needs of people in our parish & community.

Sponsored by Catholic Daughters.

Saturday, December 8th
5:30 PM + Pete Petersen By: Patti Petersen
Sunday, December 9th
7:30 AM Intentions of the Parish
10:00 AM SI Suedkamp Girls By: Jim and Pat Suedkamp
Monday, December 10th
7:00 AM SI Jarod and Amanda Larson family By: Frank and Diane Larson
Tuesday, December 11th
5:30 PM SI Steve Howard By: Riggs Class of ‘77
Wednesday, December 12th
7:00 AM + Souls in Purgatory By: Maranatha Prayer Group
Thursday, December 13th
7:00 AM + Burton Weaver By: Gloria Beastrom
Friday, December 14th
No Mass
Saturday, December 15th
5:30 PM + Kristi Magee By: Todd and Kara Hughes family
Sunday, December 16th
7:30 AM Intentions of the Parish
10:00 AM + Parker Mitchell By: AJ and Lindsay Heiss
Weekday mass times vary this month, as Fr. Ron is at nearby parish penance services

Sat.08
Sun.09
Mon.10
Tue.11
Wed.12
Thu.13
Fri.14
Sun.16

Birthdays
Samuel Maxwell
Marissa Mathews
Rose Anderson, Robert Conrad
Kara Hughes, Sue Kuhl, Tessa Petersen
Janelle Keller, Kenzie Unser
Kaven Petersen
Nicolas Rea, Rolla and Reina Scott
Patti Stoeser
Anniversaries

Sun.09 Barry and Diane Smith
Sat.15 Derald and Cindy Gross

12/02/2018
SACRIFICIAL GIVING
Regular Collection
$ 3,088.15
Online Giving
$
180.00
Plate
$
341.29
Total
$ 3,609.44
Adopt a Seminarian: $167.00
PRAA-West River Priest Retirement: $262.00
Building Fund: $496.00
Monthly Loan Payment for Heating system:
$2,600.00
Total December donations to the building fund: $ 496.00
Thank-you to all who faithfully contribute to the building fund to help pay our $2600
loan payment every month. Current debt is: $94,472.83.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, December 8-9 is the Retirement
Fund for Religious collection which benefits 31,000 elderly Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. Religious communities
struggle to provide for aging members. Most elder religious served for
small stipends, leaving a large gap in retirement savings. Rising
health-care costs and decreased income compound the struggle to
provide adequate care. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious
provides vital funding for medications, nursing care, and more. It
also helps religious congregations implement long-range retirement
strategies, even as they continue to serve the People of God. I
recognize this is but one of numerous worthy causes in need of
assistance; I ask simply that you give what you can. In thanksgiving
for their faithful service, please join me in supporting the Retirement
Fund for Religious and in praying for God’s blessing on our nation’s
elderly religious. Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss

Please pray for the sick and suffering: Cody Olson, Curtis Egan, David Hand,
Bob Parliman, Ted Schlechter, Mike Sines, Lorita Crawford, Amelia Larson,
Peggy Hoffman, Walter Abbott, Eugene Nagel, Chris Boxley, Joe Pitlick,
Susan Bennett, Paul Storms, Derald Gross, Shirley Gross, Tom LeBrun, Ted Patton,
Beverly Moon, Connie Waldner, Lynette Singleton, Lou Ann Leischer, Jerry Sylva,
Trent Giddings, Gina Gruman, Susan Mollman, Evonne Flax, Kayleen Fulton,
Dan Donahue, Cindy Hanson, Darlene LeClaire, David DeJean, Madlyn Fischer,
Mary Dozark, Steve Howard, Bob Manning, Susan Kary, Ruth Carey,
Brad Maskcovich, Ken Stewart, Cory Baier, Shirley Weiseler, David Lowenstein,
Tom Garrity, Carl Mathews, Frank Fransen, Delmer Fawcett, Mike Maskcovich,
Evie Graber, Milton Tiper, Denny Weaver, Misty Brown, David Gross, Carl Rathbun,
Mike Kelly, Steve Zaiko, Ashlynn Fitts, Brian Dumas, Freda Lawhon, William
Anderson, John Manning, Richard Brown, Pam Patton, Kathryn Schlechter,
Keri Hendrickson, Heidi Alban, Yvonne Ehlers, Eva Fischer, Cassie Miller, Mona
Lierly, Kathy Fenwick, Lynae Benham, Theresa Severyn, Kaylee Jo Gallagher and
all who ask for our special prayers. To add/amend list call Irma LeFaive - 280-9055. If
you would like a prayer shawl please call church office.
Next weeks Ministers
Saturday, 5:30 pm Sacristan: Patty Lihs
Readers: Kara Hughes, Diane Smith
EM’s: Dani Hanson, Irma LeFaive
Ministry Schedule
Servers: Emma and Ethan Hunt
Gift Bearers: Jack and Sue Kuhl
Cantor: Michelle Hummann
Sunday, 7:30 am Sacristan: Mary Giddings
Readers: Teresa Madsen, Mary Giddings
EM’s: Mary Giddings, Kelly Madsen
Servers: Clare Madsen, Ty Mikel
Gift Bearers: Glen and Mary Dozark
Sunday, 10:00 am Sacristan: Frank Sack
Readers: Lindsay Heiss , Kim Dowling
EM’s: Frank Sack, Jeri Fosheim, Deb Gates, Kyle Holt, Cormac Duffy
Servers: Mathew Coverdale, James and Sarah Fosheim
Gift Bearers: Colleen Kusser Cantor: Joan Schueller

Knights of Columbus news: Little Flower Council #6117
Breakfast after Sunday Masses
 Admission ceremony Thursday, Dec ember13th at 6:30 in Pierre.
Formation and Knighthood ceremonies in Ft. Pierre - January 27th.
Breakfasts will be every 2nd Sun of the month.
The Order’s new Online Membership initiative is live throughout the US. You can
invite eligible Catholic men to take their first step toward committed, lifelong and
council-based membership in the Order by signing up online.
Sign-up link ttps://kofc.org/uns/newjoin/en/index.html
Call Tom LeFaive, 280-7865 or Grand Knight, Ryan Fowler 280-9686.
Football Results:
Thursday: 55 Shane Hollingworth Sunday: 4 Pat Durkin Monday: 48 Jo Laroche



Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest: sponsored by the Knight’s
of Columbus this year for all kids ages 5-14 as of Nov 1. There are 3
age groups - 1 winner from each age group - 5-7 yrs., 8-10 yrs., and
11-14 yrs. The winners advance to the state level. The poster must be
accompanied with an entry form - deadline: turn in before Tuesday,
December 25th.
Please put a slogan under your picture. Entry forms will be sent home
with the kids and also located at the church office . Winners selected
from each age group will be announced Sunday, December 30th.
First Place receives $50 gift card and a rosary.
Second Place receives: $25 gift certificate.
Your parish home still needs some work - Can you help?
•
•
•

Put up Christmas Lights on the Rectory and pine tree .
Put tarps on screened porch behind rectory before the snow flies
Vacuum out attic space above altar

Call church office 223-2176 to give of your time and talent, as a good steward.

