Sunday, December 15th: Regular class for Atrium, 2nd and 6th grade. All other
grades will have play practice in the church 8:35-9:45am.
Confirmation sponsors/parent meet with students.
Wednesday, December 18th: High School meet in church basement 6:30-7:45pm.
Sunday, December 22nd: Atrium, 2nd and 6th grade practice songs in church basement. All other grades
will have play practice in the church 8:35-9:30am. All youth will gather to practice songs at 9:30-9:45.

Christmas Holiday break December 23rd-January 4th

Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church
Our Sacred Vision: Like Jesus, Saint John’s Church
is a welcoming, serving, vibrant community,
forming saintly disciples.

Sunday, January 5th: Play practice in full costumes, 8:35-9:45am. Atrium, 2nd and 6th grade practice songs in
church basement with all other youth not in the play. Play begins at 10:00.

Advent Wreath blessing
Father, all powerful Lord of
Light, bless + our wreath of
evergreens. May the
increasing light of these
candles brighten our minds
and hearts to be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope
and untiring in love, so that we are ready again to
receive in true peace Jesus, the Light of the World,
who lives and reigns with you, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Our Catholic Daughter Holiday gift basket

Diapers for Birthright

Thank-you to each of you for all you do day in and
day out for families in our community.
We are short of newborn diapers – the size
most needed today. Drop off at Birthright or the
church entrance. God Bless you and thank you again for all you do for
these babies and children.
Advent Baby Shower sponsored by Catholic Daughters. Warm
clothing, outfits, diapers, socks - newborn on up are needed. You will
see a bassinet in the church entry for items.

Fair Trade products make a nice gift for anyone in the kitchen!
Choose the $25.00 gift basket!! Save $2.50
Your choice of three chocolate bars
Your choice of any regular coffee
Your choice of tea
Your choice of baking or hot cocoa mix
See you at the product table next weekend after all
Masses or contact Diane Smith 224-1306 and declare your favorites!

Why do we give Christmas gifts? Jesus gives to us ~~~ We give to one another
History

Family

Prayers

Ark of the Covenant
with tablet of
10 Commandments

Gift of truth

Prayers for family members are
prayers for keeping a family
together and safe. “A family that
prays together stays together.”
St. JPII

Mary is new ark
of covenant
bearing Jesus

Gift of grace of Jesus

Sunday, Dec. 29th is the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
We will have Adoration for 20
minutes after the
5:30, 7:30 and 10:00 mass,
to pray for our families.

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ,
he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question,
"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?"
Jesus said to them in reply, "Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed
to them. And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me."
As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John,
"What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?
Then what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine clothing?
Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces.
Then why did you go out? To see a prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
This is the one about whom it is written:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.
Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has been none
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he." Mt 11:2-11
Pastor: Fr. Ron Garry
ron.stjohns@midconetwork.com 605-850-8593

Tabernacle holds Jesus`
Real Presence

Gifts shared
in family

The youth of St. Johns have made a
banner with intercessory prayers
for their family which will be on
display during Adoration.

Prayer
Stewardship
Solidarity
Mercy
Charity
Family

Secretary: Sherri Stoeser
sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com
Faith Formation Director: Josie Huck
josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com
Office (605) 223-2176
Fax (605) 223-2805
Hours Monday — Friday 10am-5pm
206 W. Main Ave. Fort Pierre, SD 57532
Website: www.stjohnsfortpierre.org
Formed.org Parish Code: 3KHGCJ

Love God - Serve God
Love Others - Serve Others
Make Disciples

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15th, 2019

First Week of Advent: Heavenly Father, as we
begin this Advent, give light to our eyes and peace
to our hearts. May the Lord find us watching and
waiting in joy when He comes. We pray in Jesus'
name. Amen.
Second Week of Advent: Father in heaven, set our
hearts ablaze to follow in the steps of John the
Baptist. May we bring light and love to all we meet,
that the darkness of sin and fear may be
overcome. In Christ's name we ask this. Amen.
Third Week of Advent As we draw near to you,
Lord God, keep us aware of your presence in all
we do. Come with power to enlighten us by your
grace, that we may live in praise and peace all our
days. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
From the entry tables,
take an Advent calendar of Year of Eucharist.
Jesus, the Source of All Gifts
Confessions: Saturday 4:00pm or appointment
Mass Times: Saint John’s
Saturday - 5:30pm
Sunday - 7:30am, 10:00am
Weekday Mass *** check weekly bulletin schedule
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 7:00am
Tuesday - 5:30pm
First Saturday of month - 8am
Sacramental Preparation:
Marriage - 6 months notification and preparation.
Baptism - Call Father Ron for information
Anointing - If a hospital or surgical procedure is
scheduled, call to schedule the celebration of the
Sacrament.

St. John’s Weekly Schedule
Sunday, December 15th: 8:35-9:45 Regular classes
3:00pm Adoration
Wednesday, December 18th:
6:30-8:45pm High School meet in church basement

St. Johns Communal
Penance Service is Tuesday,
December 17th at 6:00 pm.

Thursday, December 19th: 6:00pm Maranatha Prayer Group
Sunday, December 22nd: 8:35-9:45 Regular classes
3:15:3:45pm Confessions
Weekly Readings:
Sunday, December 15th: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11
Monday, December 16th: Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17 Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday, December 17th: Genesis 49:2, 8-10 Matthew 1:1-17
Wednesday, December 18th: Jeremiah 23:5-8 Matthew 1:18-25
Thursday, December 19th: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 Luke 1:5-25
Friday, December 20th: Isaiah 7:10-14 Luke 1:26-38
Saturday, December 21st: Song of Songs 2:8-14 Luke 1:39-45
Sunday, December 22nd: Isaiah 7: 10-14 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-24

Weekly Teaching: The Universal Prayer – The Liturgy of the
Word concludes with the Universal Prayer, otherwise known as
the Prayer of the Faithful. The Catechism notes that intercessory
prayer is “characteristic of a heart attuned to God’s mercy.”
Christ’s mercy has come upon us in the Liturgy of the Word, and
now we respond with the heart and mind of Jesus. His loving
presence gives us the courage to pray for by praying for the
needs of the Church and the world. The prayers are meant to be
universal in scope, for those in authority, for those experiencing
various needs and sufferings and for the salvation of all. We must
also not forget the needs of the parish or local community. Our
response to each petition is significant. As the Body of Christ, we
are joining our prayers to Jesus, asking the Father to care for his
people.
Confession schedule:
Sunday, 15th, 3:15-3:45pm
Tuesday, 17th, 6-7pm Penance service- 6 priests
Friday, 20th, 4-6pm, 7-8pm
Saturday, 21st: 21, 3-5pm
Sunday, 22nd: 3:15-3:45pm
Monday, 23rd: 11am-noon, 4-5pm, 6-7pm
Tuesday, 24th: 11am-noon

Christmas Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve:
4:00 pm, 6:00pm, 12pm midnight
Christmas Day:
10:00 am

“Just like the body cannot live without
food, the soul cannot live without grace
– the presence of God. The Lord in His
goodness gave us seven channels – the
sacraments. Perhaps the most beautiful
Saint Peter Eymard
of all is reconciliation. Just as in the
(1811-1868, France)
parable of the Prodigal Son, we want to
go to Him and say, ‘Father, please forgive me. ‘You can make me
whole’. Those afraid to confess their sins might consider picturing their
favorite priest saint as the confessor. Open your heart wide and tell him
everything without fear; the priest is going to give you the words of
absolution as if they came from the lips of the Father”.
Almighty God, when we fall in sins of pride, remove our stony hearts
and give us a heart of love, to give you the praise for all the good that is
part of our world, humbly living in your life and love Lord, have mercy
All Powerful Father, when we fall in sins of greed, help us let go of
the curse of self-seeking, our grasping after wealth and hoarding
talents, and give you thanks for daily bread, generously serving your
people … Lord, have mercy
God of Purity, when we fall in sins of lust, give us a heart formed after
your love, not of possessiveness and control, but of the self giving
exercise of sexuality, and let us be faithful spouses, virtuous single
people, chaste and committed disciples free from compulsion…Lord,
have mercy
Glorious God, when we fall in sins of wrath, the rage by which we
make ourselves a god, bitter and resentful and scheming, let us
channel our frustration into a work for righteousness, to follow your
example of building the Kingdom of God with vigor and truth, confident
in the strength of living meekly as you did…Lord, have mercy
Lord of Providence, when we fall in sins of gluttony, so intent on our
pleasure, that we are blind to your goodness to us and the needs of our
brothers and sisters give us a willing spirit of sacrifice and of proper
gratitude for the bounty of how you provide for us, living in moderation
in your creation … Lord, have mercy
Eternal Father, when we fall in sins of envy, to be so stuck in the
hurts of this world that we lose our connection with You, Our Good
Shepherd and Loving Lord, lift us from the pit of destruction, charitably
giving as you did … Lord, have mercy
Lord of majesty, when we fall in sins of sloth, neglecting the mission
of our baptism, omitting the good Your Spirit inspires in us, missing the
greatness of your love in action, light a fire in our hearts, zealously
serving so we may be a part of your loving plan … Lord, have mercy

Saturday, December 14th
5:30 pm + Kristi Magee By: Todd and Kara Hughes Family
Sunday, December 15th
7:30 am Intentions of the Parish
10:00 am SI Special Intention By: Bob and Bridget Mayer
Monday, December 16th
7:00 am SI Kathryn Stewart By: Phyllis Fravel
Tuesday, December 17th *Note Time Change
7:00 am + Grant Gormley BY: Bob and Bridget Mayer
Wednesday, December 18th
7:00 am + Clarita Iversen By: Sid and Carol Pond
Thursday, December 19th
7:00 am SI Barry Cornelison By: Kathy Cornelison
Friday, December 20th
7:00 am Reparation
Saturday, December 21st
5:30 pm + Pete Petersen By: Patti Petersen and Greg Deal
Sunday, December 22nd
7:30 am Intentions of the Parish
10:00 am + Hunter Stoeser By: AJ and Lindsay Heiss Family
Mass intention envelopes can be found at entrances.
12/08/2019 SACRIFICIAL GIVING
Regular Collection:
$ 2,387.00
Online Giving:
$ 155.00
Plate
$ 439.11
Total
$ 2,981.11
Adopt a Seminarian: $57.00
PRAA-West River Priest Retirement: $105.00
Building Fund: $280.00
Utilities/fuel collection: $0.00
Monthly Loan Payment for Heating system: $ 2,600.00
December donations to building fund:
$ 655.00

The themes of joy, hope and a steady heart flow from the message of
today’s readings that the coming of the Lord is close at hand. The Church
wants the natural joy that comes with the approach of Christmas to be
illumined and lifted up by the spiritual joy that comes with the approach of
Christ. This spiritual joy is rooted in hope and leads to a steadiness of heart
expressed in all three of today’s readings. Isaiah declares, “Strengthen the
hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak; say to those whose
hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God – he comes…”
James says, “Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at
hand.” In the Gospel, Jesus points out that John had a steady heart. “What
did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?” Steadiness
of heart is what is needed as we adhere to the hope of the Gospel amidst a
culture of death. The reason for this hope and steadiness is what the psalm
today declares: “The Lord…secures justice for the oppressed…The Lord sets
captives free.” These themes, of course, are what Jesus identified as the core
of his mission when he quoted Isaiah in his first sermon (see Luke 4). He
comes, in other words, to save us, and to accomplish through us, the
flowering of justice in the world for all human beings whose rights – starting
with the most fundamental right, life itself – are denied and trampled.
When we have a “steady heart,” we are able to face evil without minimizing
it, and at the same time see that God is stronger than the evil, and will work
through us to conquer it. Because of this hope, a steady heart does not resort
to immoral means to achieve good ends. A steady heart keeps everything in
perspective, does not lose patience, and is able to work hard each day to
bring into the world the fruit of the Spirit, and to help others do the same.
Priests for Life
Please kneel down after Mass and say three hail Mary’s
for the next person from our parish to pass away.

Prayer Intentions: Together we pray for: Kathryn Stewart, Lori
Gibson, Pauline Witte, Carl Huck, David Gross, Jim Hoffman, Brian
Conzem, Colleen Wiess, Terry Tardiff, David Wilber, Janice Bergeson,
Jean Rounds, Jim Soyer, Patti Petersen, Mike Bergeson, James Hicks,
Jonathan Perez, JR Chambliss, Chris Maxwell, Mary Mathews, Kayden
Neiman, Mary Joan Arbach, Marilyn Schreurs, Cody Olson, Curtis Egan, Ted
Schlechter, Peggy Hoffman, Lou and Walter Abbott, Eugene Nagel, Chris Boxley,
Joe Pitlick, Shirley Gross, Tom LeGrun, Connie Waldner, Lynette Singleton, Jerry
Sylva, Trent Giddings, Susan Mollman, Evonne Flax, Kayleen Fulton, Cindy Hanson,
Darlene LeClaire, David DeJean, Madlyn Fischer, Bob Manning, Susan Kary, Ruth
Carey, Brad Maskcovich, Vicky Maskcovich, Ken Stewart, Cory Baier, Shirley Weiseler,
Tom Garrity, David Lowenstein, Carl Mathews, Frank Fransen, Delmer Fawcett, Evie
Graber, Milton Tiper, Denny Weaver, Misty Brown, Carl Rathbun, Mike Kelly, Steve
Zaiko, Ashlynn Fitts, Brian Dumas, Freda Lawhon, William Anderson, John Manning,
Richard Brown, Pam Patton, Keri Hendrickson, Yvonne Ehlers, Eva Fischer, Cassie
Miller, Mona Lierly, Kathy Fenwick, Lynae Benham, Theresa Severyn, Kaylee Jo
Gallagher and all who ask for our special prayers.
To add/amend prayer list call Irma LeFaive-280-9055.

Next weeks Ministers:
Saturday, 5:30 pm Sacristan: NEED
Lectors: Jill Richardson, Ken Stewart
EM’s: Dorothy Smith, Irma LeFaive
Servers: NEED Cantor: Joan Schueller
Gift Bearers: Please take up gifts at the mass you attend.
Sunday, 7:30 am Sacristan: Christine Olson
Lector: Christine Olson
EM’s: Beth Hand, Isiah Hand
Servers: Samuel and Elijah Hand
Gift Bearers: Please take up the gifts at the mass you attend.
Sunday, 10:00 am Sacristan: Frank Sack
Lectors: Al Berreth, Kim Dowling
EM’s: Malinda Hetzel . Bob and Carolyn Riter, Frank Sack
Servers: Sarah Fosheim, Grace Hanten

Please pray
on becoming
a minister of
communion,
lector,
gift bearer,
greeter

Gift Bearers: You are not on the schedule - Please take up the gifts at the mass you
attend. We need disciples of Christ to come forward as EM’s,

Readers, Altar Servers and Greeters. Please contact Fr. Ron.
Knights of Columbus news: Little Flower Council #6117
KC meetings First Wednesday of the month
in KC room Next meeting is January 8th, 6:30 pm
Breakfasts are 2nd Sunday of the month
for scholarships. Next breakfast is this Sunday, January 12th
Knights of Columbus always welcome new members. Please consider
joining the local council to further your Catholic journey and contribute to
our Faith in Action programs like Family, Faith, Community, and Life. Your
journey will take you through our 4 principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity,
and Patriotism. Contact Tom LeFaive: 280-7865.
Football results: Thursday: 77 Randy & Robbie Hanson
Sunday: 63 Steve Sunde Monday: 36 Lyle Bradford
Support a family and NURTURE the sacrament of marriage as you give to
friends and family at Christmas by giving the gift of a weekend together with
the Lord for a couple. TS Retreat Center is hosting a Marriage Matters
weekend Saturday & Sunday, Feb.15th & 16th. terrasancta.org/event/
Christmas concert with Ron Smith is rescheduled for Sunday, Dec. 29th,
2:00p.m. @ FUMethodist church.
Faithful Fundraiser: Enjoy 25% off your Capital Journal subscription and we
will donate 15% to your church. (New subscriptions only including online
digital access.) 12/31/2019 expiration of this offer.

Thank-you! to the women who attended our Advent Reflection and
brunch. It was a special time of being together. 60 women enjoyed food,
fellowship, prayer, music and sharing. Thank you to the women who
planned, organized, decorated and cleaned up. A special thank you to
Bridget Mayer for her sharing; Katherine Schmidt for the beautiful music
and Diane London for providing the delicious food!

