Join us as the Youth
Sunday, December 16th:
8:35-9:45
Play practice
grades 1,3,4,5 in costume.
6,7,8 grade practice songs.
Wednesday December 19th:
6:15-7:45 - 9-12 grade class

Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church

of St. John’s Present

Our Sacred Vision: Like Jesus, Saint John’s Church

“The Story

forming saintly disciples.

is a welcoming, serving, vibrant community,

of Baby Jesus”
Sunday, January 6th
10:00AM mass

Christmas Vacation
No Classes-Dec. 23-January 4th
Children tell the
Christmas Story
January 6th at 10:00 AM Mass.

Christmas Schedule 2018
Thursday, December 20th: Penance Service at St. John’s 6:30 PM
Monday, December 24th: Christmas Eve Masses - 4PM, 6PM, 12:00 midnight
Tuesday, December 25th: Christmas Day Mass 10:00 AM
Sunday, January 6th: 10:00 AM - Children will tell the Christmas story. Mass will follow.
The Saints and Seven Characteristics
of an Effective Evangelist:
6). Hopeful: “In the desert we rediscover the value of what is essential for
living: thus in today’s world there are innumerable signs, often expressed
implicitly or negatively, of the thirst for God, for the ultimate meaning of life.
And in the desert people of faith are needed who, by the example of their own
lives, point out the way to the Promised Land and keep hope alive.” In these
situations we are called to be living sources of water from which others can
drink. At times, this becomes a heavy cross, but it was from the cross, from his
pierced side, that our Lord gave himself to us as a source of living water. Let
us not allow ourselves to be robbed of hope! —Pope Francis
The saints lead the way as our shining examples of hope. They let us know
that God can turn sinners into saints. They witness to the fact that we are
made for more than this world has to offer and that the promises of Christ are
true. What our brothers and sisters in heaven are to us, so we must be to this
world dimmed by hopelessness (Eph 4:11-13).
The saints did not simply have hope; they also lived hope, performed hope.
By our living authentic hope, those around us will be inspired to the hope that,
as St. Paul promises, “does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5).
We must be honest and admit that evangelizing those who are like us-sound
like us and act like us is more comfortable. However, to fail to bring the Gospel
to the marginalized of Society is a crime against the Gospel itself. Christ is the
Savior of all humanity, and that includes the most hopeless person we will ever
meet. Where would we be without faith in our lives right now? Would we not
also be without hope? This awareness is what propels us forward in sharing
what we have been given. —Chris Stewart, Tony Brandt Casting Net Ministry
All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness of the saving love of the
Lord, who despite our imperfections offers us his closeness, his word and his
strength, and gives meaning to our lives. In your heart you know that it is not
the same to live without him; what you have come to realize, what has helped
you to live and given you hope, is what you also need to communicate to
others. —Pope Francis

Promoting vocations at the parish level is exciting, meaningful, essential work.
Before undertaking any new task or activity, St. Aloysius Gonzaga asked the
question “What will it be worth for Eternity? Each priest, religious, and married
person comes into contact with hundreds or even thousands of people over the
course of their lives. By Praying for, bring awareness to, and affirming these
vocations, many other souls will be touched. The ripple effect from the work of a
single Vocation Ministry could be more like a tsunami.
Pope Francis acknowledged this during an address to a large crowd during the
51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations., He said, “No vocation is born of itself or
lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil
of faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love”.

The Seven Pillars of Effective Evangelization:
6). Formational -The principle

We must think about formation in the Faith relationally. Do we
really understand that formation is an ongoing part of the
conversion process? Or do we think of formation as something
that we already did and can scratch it off the to-do list? Do we
think of conversion as a process, or do we believe that
conversion is something that happened in the past? Conversion
is not a one-time event; it is a life long process. There will never
be a time when we are finished growing in the Faith. To be effective in the work of
evangelization we need to know that the work is never done. Conversion is not
complete in us and is not complete in those we minister to. If we have a family
member or friend come back to the Church, or enter the Church at Easter, we
cannot think “We did it”. The work is continuing and we must help them become
disciples who will go out and effectively evangelize.
Ultimately, a relationship with Christ also comes down to a decision-not simply a
one-time choice, but a day-after-day decision to pick up our cross and follow Him.
We need to encourage those we are evangelizing to make this choice. We cannot
make it for them. It is between them and the Holy Spirit. We need to make sure that
they know that this decision is not easy but it is worth it. It will involve carrying their
cross, but is will also bring with it a glorious resurrection..
—

Casting Nets Ministry, Chris Stewart and Tony Brandt

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”
He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks
should share with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him,
“Teacher, what should we do?”
He answered them, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?”
He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts
whether John might be the Christ.
John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water,
but one mightier than I is coming.
I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the people.
Lk 3:10-18
Pastor: Fr. Ron Garry
ron.stjohns@midconetwork.com
605-850-8593
Parish Secretary: Sherri Stoeser
sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com
Faith Formation: Josie Huck Tardiff
josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com
Rectory (605) 223 - 2176
Fax
(605) 223 - 2805
Hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5 pm
Website www.stjohnsfortpierre.org
206 West Main Ave. Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532

Love God Serve God
Love Others Serve Others
Make
Disciples
December 16th,
2018

Prayer
Stewardship
Solidarity
Mercy
Charity
Family
This Sunday's Gospel continues last week's focus on John
the Baptist and his role in preparing the way for Christ. Recall
that last week's reading described John's appearance in the
desert and established his connection with the prophetic
tradition of Israel. If we were to continuously read Luke's
Gospel, we would learn about John the Baptist challenging the
crowds who came to him and calling upon them to show
evidence of their repentance. John tells his listeners that they
cannot rely on their lineage as Israelites because children of
Abraham can be raised up from stones. Repentance, rather,
must be observable in one's actions. Here, Luke is continuing
to set up two important themes of his Gospel message: the
Christian faith is expressed in one's actions, and the call to
salvation is extended to everyone, Jews and Gentiles.
In today's Gospel reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist
for specifics. What evidence of repentance is required? John
replies by naming concrete actions: crowds should share their
food and cloaks; tax collectors should be just; soldiers should
act fairly. The concern for justice is a hallmark of Luke's
Gospel. When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist
might be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism and makes
it clear that his ministry is in preparation for the Messiah. John
the Baptist knows his place and role in God's plan of
salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in
accordance with their stations in life, John's teaching suggests
that each person has a role to play in God's salvation. It is the
great mystery of our salvation that God permits and even asks
for human cooperation in his divine plans.
The third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete is a Latin word that means
“rejoice.” This name is taken from the
entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass,
which is also echoed in today's second
reading from the Paul's letter to the
Philippians. Some people mark this
Sunday by lighting a pink candle instead
of a purple one on their Advent wreath. It is a reminder that
the Advent season is a season of joy because our salvation is
already at hand. Loyola Press
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 PM or appointment
Mass Times: Saint John’s, on the Lord’s Day
Saturday - 5:30 PM
Sunday - 7:30 & 10:00 AM
Weekday Mass ***(check bulletin weekly schedule)
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 7:00 AM
Tuesday - 5:30 PM
Saturday - 8 AM (1st Saturday of the month only)
Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre, on the Lord’s Day:
Saturday - 5:00 PM, Sunday, 8:00 & 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Marriage - 6 months preparation: Call Father Ron.
Baptism - Call Father Ron for information.
Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure scheduled,
please call to schedule the celebration of the Sacrament.

Welcome to all newcomers and those visiting!
Please take a welcome brochure at the church entrance.
To register, contact the parish office or go online at
www.stjohnsfortpierre.org

St. John’s Weekly Schedule
Sunday, December 16th Third Sunday of Advent
8:35-9:45 AM Atrium through Confirmation Classes
6:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions
7:00 PM Advent Bible Study
Wednesday, December 19th
6:15- 7:45 PM 9-12 grade class
5:40 PM Parish Council Meets
6:00—7:30 PM Confessions
Thursday, December 20th
6:30 PM St Johns Penance Service

From Father Ron
May the Lord bless in the covenant of marriage, December 15th:
Matti Kuykendall and Geoffrey Osterman
Welcome to God's family of the church through the waters of baptism, Dec.16th:
Major and Corbin, sons of Adam and Courtney Shelton

Friday, December 21st St. John’s is going Christmas Caroling!!!
Meet in Church Parking Lot at 5:30 PM. All are welcome to join!
4:00-4:45 PM & 7:00-8:00 pm Confessions

Saturday, December 22nd
4:00-5:00 pm Confessions
Sunday, December 23rd Fourth Sunday of Advent
6:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions
No Classes or Advent Bible Study

St. John parish penance service is this Thursday,
December 20th, 6:30pm. with six priests present. "Blessed are the
clean of heart, for they shall see God." To celebrate with a full heart,
repent. Examine your conscience for sinful deeds done: against God,
the temple of your soul, and against others. Be sorrowful for the charity you failed to do.

St. John’s is going
Christmas Caroling!!!

Meet at Church Parking Lot
Friday, December 21st at 5:30 PM.
All are welcome to join!

Living the Mission Campaign Prayer
Lord, we turn to you with joy in our hearts,
For all that we have and are comes from you.
Guide us to become good stewards
of the many gifts you have given us.
Make Living the Mission a true labor of love
for all of us so that our local Church may be strengthened.
Give us generous and sacrificial hearts following Your example,
providing for our brothers and sisters who are the church in Western
South Dakota. Inspire us to build a lasting legacy of faith, so that we,
and the generations to follow, will ever more joyfully, boldly and
lovingly proclaim and live the mission of Jesus Christ, leading to
eternal life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the Diocesan Campaign, 15 generous families have pledged

$132,428 towards our goal of $355,000.

In January, we will again present the appeal.
Fr Ron and campaign chairs Bob & Olivia Conrad are grateful.
Video information at www.rapidcitydiocese.org/living-the-mission

Saturday, December 15th
5:30 PM + Kristi Magee By: Todd and Kara Hughes family
Sunday, December 16th
7:30 AM Intentions of the Parish
10:00 AM + Parker Mitchell By: AJ and Lindsay Heiss
Monday, December 17th
7:00 AM SI Sarah and Cale Pell By: Jerry and Patty Lihs
Tuesday, December 18th
No Mass
Wednesday, December 19th
7:00 AM Ben Stoeser By: Lyle and Phyllis Kenzy
Thursday, December 20th
7:00 AM SI Steve Howard By: Riggs Class of ‘77
Friday, December 21st
7:00 AM Reparation for Clergy Abuse
Saturday, December 22nd
5:30 PM + Paul Kern By: Mark Barnett
Sunday, December 23rd
7:30 AM + Robert and Eleanor Unterbrunner By: Frand and Diane Larson
10:00 AM Intentions of the Parish
Weekday mass times vary this month, as Fr. Ron is at nearby parish penance services

“Almighty and merciful God, you have brought us together in the name of your Son to
receive your mercy and grace in our time of need. Open our eyes to see the evil we
have done. Touch our hearts and convert us to yourself. Where sin has divided and
scattered, may your love make us one again; where sin has brought weakness, may
your power heal and strengthen; where sin has brought death, may your Spirit raise us
to new life. Give us a heart to love you, so that our lives may reflect the image of your
Son. May the world see the glory of Christ revealed in your Church, and come to know
that he is the One whom you have sent, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord”. Amen

St. John's sacrament of reconciliation:

Sunday, 16th: 6:15-6:45pm
Wednesday, 19th: 6:00 -7:30pm
Thursday, 20th: 6:30pm parish penance service
Friday, 21st: 4-4:45pm & 7:00-8:00 pm
Saturday, 22nd: 4-5pm
Sunday, 23rd: 6-7pm
Monday, 24th: noon-1pm

There is a long history associated with the Prayer of St. Michael the Archangel.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May
God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the
Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all
the other evil spirits who prowl through the world seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.
Leo XIII (1878-1903) recognized the importance of the
intercession of St. Michael and encouraged a devotion to St.
Michael as a means of defense against the constant attack of the
forces of evil. He ordered that the prayer to St. Michael the
Archangel be prayed at every low Mass. With the Second Vatican
Council reforms this practice was discontinued. However, the
general breakdown of the family, the moral and spiritual decline in
our culture and the obvious presence of forces that militate against the church and the
salvation of souls is the reason why the desire to reinstitute this devotion has now
surfaced. (WRC Nov 2018) .
Parish council members are: Laura Hand, Dani Hanson, Jessica Holt,
Kelly Madsen, Judy Weisgram.
Finance Council members are: Mike Weisgram, Eileen Fischer, Mike Kenzy
Bob Ricketts, Bob Riter, John Schmidt.
Please kneel after the closing song and pray three Hail Mary’s
for the next person from our parish who passes away.

Sun.16
Mon.17
Tue.18
Wed.19
Fri.21
Sat.22

Birthdays
Patti Stoeser
Jackie Cross
Cole Hand, Ethan Hunt, Frank Larson
Dani Hanson, Paul Karst, Kyla Karst
Karl Fischer
Edith Hoffman, Rand Newland
Anniversaries

Sat.15 Derald and Cindy Gross

12/09/2018
SACRIFICIAL GIVING
Regular Collection
$ 2,326.00
Online Giving
$
180.00
Plate
$
646.00
Total
$ 3,152.00
Adopt a Seminarian: $182.00
PRAA-West River Priest Retirement: $5.00 National Retirement Collection: $705.00
Building Fund: $325.00
Monthly Loan Payment for Heating system:
$2,600.00
Total December donations to the building fund: $ 821.00
Thank-you to all who faithfully contribute to the building fund to help pay our $2600
loan payment every month. Current debt is: $94,472.83.

•
•
•

Your parish home needs some work - Can you help?

Put up Christmas Lights on the Rectory and pine tree.
Put tarps on screened porch behind rectory.
Vacuum out attic space above altar.
Call church office 223-2176 to give of your time and talent, as a good steward.
Create a Basket of Holiday gifts for your Co-workers, neighbors, friends, teachers
and family with Fair Trade Products. Nov. 26th -Dec. 20th.
Baskets are $25.00
Items include the following—Choose
One Hot Cocoa or baking cocoa
Choice of 3 different kinds of chocolate bars
Choice of one tea
Choice of one coffee
Also Fair Trade product sale: Buy1 coffee and 1 chocolate bar for $10.00
1 coffee and 2 chocolate bars for $12.00
1 baking or hot cocoa mix and 1 tea and 1 chocolate bar for $12
Stop by the table to sign up for a basket and Diane Smith will call you. 224-1306
25th Annual Advent Baby Shower: through Christmas. We invite you to bring new
gifts, new-born to 5 year old, place them in bassinet at church entrance. Your gifts fill
needs of people in our parish & community. Sponsored by Catholic Daughters.

Please pray for the sick and suffering: Cody Olson, Curtis Egan, David Hand,
Bob Parliman, Ted Schlechter, Mike Sines, Lorita Crawford, Amelia Larson,
Peggy Hoffman, Walter Abbott, Eugene Nagel, Chris Boxley, Joe Pitlick,
Susan Bennett, Paul Storms, Derald Gross, Shirley Gross, Tom LeBrun, Ted Patton,
Beverly Moon, Connie Waldner, Lynette Singleton, Lou Ann Leischer, Jerry Sylva,
Trent Giddings, Gina Gruman, Susan Mollman, Evonne Flax, Kayleen Fulton,
Dan Donahue, Cindy Hanson, Darlene LeClaire, David DeJean, Madlyn Fischer,
Mary Dozark, Steve Howard, Bob Manning, Susan Kary, Ruth Carey,
Brad Maskcovich, Ken Stewart, Cory Baier, Shirley Weiseler, David Lowenstein,
Tom Garrity, Carl Mathews, Frank Fransen, Delmer Fawcett, Mike Maskcovich,
Evie Graber, Milton Tiper, Denny Weaver, Misty Brown, David Gross, Carl Rathbun,
Mike Kelly, Steve Zaiko, Ashlynn Fitts, Brian Dumas, Freda Lawhon, William
Anderson, John Manning, Richard Brown, Pam Patton, Kathryn Schlechter,
Keri Hendrickson, Heidi Alban, Yvonne Ehlers, Eva Fischer, Cassie Miller, Mona
Lierly, Kathy Fenwick, Lynae Benham, Theresa Severyn, Kaylee Jo Gallagher and
all who ask for our special prayers. To add/amend list call Irma LeFaive - 280-9055. If
you would like a prayer shawl please call church office.
Next weeks Ministers
Saturday, 5:30 pm Sacristan: NEED
Ministry Schedule
Readers: Carol Pond, NEED
EM’s: Judy Ackley, Carol Pond
Servers: Kara and Nicole Weiss
Gift Bearers: NEED
Cantor: Joan Schueller
Sunday, 7:30 am Sacristan: Kelly Madsen
Readers: Mary Giddings, Kelly Madsen
EM’s: Beth and Isiah Hand
Servers: Samuel and Elijah Hand
Gift Bearers: Kelly Madsen family
Sunday, 10:00 am Sacristan: Frank Sack
Readers: Noreen Plumage, NEED
EM’s: Frank Sack, Mike and Judy Weisgram, Jeri Fosheim, Kim Dowling
Servers: Colton Cass, Grace Hanten, Addie Nickolas
Gift Bearers: Kim Dowling Cantor: Michelle Hummann

***If you are a gift bearer not scheduled to serve please note if no one gets up to take up the
gifts please take their place. Please consider serving your parish: Reader, EM, Sacristan, Gift
bearers or Altar Server – you are needed - even if you can be a substitute.

Knights of Columbus news: Little Flower Council #6117






Formation and Knighthood ceremonies in Ft. Pierre - January 27
KC free throw contest Jan. 13th,1:00 in Parkview gym with
Districts in Highmore Feb 10th at 1:30
4th degree exemplification Feb 10 at 1:00 in Pierre Hall,
4th degree Christmas party Jan 13th in Padre Hall.
Breakfasts will be every 2nd Sunday of the month.

Football: Thurs.: 39 Gary Goeden Sun.: 41 Chris Petersen Mon.: 48 Jeff Gutenkauf

Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest: sponsored by the Knight’s

of Columbus this year for all kids ages 5-14. There are 3 age groups - 2
winners from each age group - 5-7 yrs., 8-10 yrs., and 11-14 yrs. The
winners advance to the state level. The poster must be accompanied with an
entry form - deadline: turn in before Tuesday, December 25th.
Please put a slogan under your picture. Entry forms will be sent home with
the kids and also located at the church office. Winners selected from each
age group will be announced Sunday, December 30th.
First Place receives $50 gift card and a rosary.
Second Place receives: $25 gift certificate.
Weekly Readings:
Sunday, December 16th: Zephaniah 3:14-18 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:10-18
Monday, December 17th: Genesis 49:2, 8-10 Matthew 1:1-17
Tuesday, December 18th: Jeremiah 23:5-8 Matthew 1:18-25
Wednesday, December 19th: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 Luke 1:5-25
Thursday, December 20th: Isaiah 7:1014 Luke 1:26-38
Friday, December 21st: Song of Songs 2:8-14 Luke 1:39-45
Saturday, December 22nd: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 Luke 1:46-56
Sunday, December 23rd: Micah 5:1-4 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45

