
 

 

 

 

No Classes -Dec. 23 

Classes resume January 6th 

8:30 - 9:45 AM followed by 

Children will tell the Christmas Story   

At the beginning 10:00 AM Mass 

Mass will follow   

The Saints and Seven Characteristics  

of an Effective Evangelist: 

7). To be evangelizers of souls, we need to develop a spiritual taste for being 
close to peoples’ lives and to discover that this is itself a source of greater joy. 
Mission is at once a passion for Jesus and a passion for his people. When we 
stand before Jesus crucified, we see the depth of his love which exalts and 
sustains us, but at the same time, unless we are  blind, we begin to realize that 
Jesus’ gaze, burning with love, expands to embrace all his people. We realize 
once more that he wants to make use of us to draw closer to his beloved    
people. He takes us from the midst of his people and he sends us to his         
people; without this sense of belonging we cannot understand our deepest 
identity.  —Pope Francis 
 

   Nothing else separates Christianity from all the world’s religious more than 
the virtue of love. God desires a loving relationship, not simply obedient         
servitude. Be cause of the Father’s love, he sent his only begotten son so that 
we would know that love in a real and tangible manner. The concrete and po-
tent love of God changes everything it encounters. This love is so powerful that 
it can bring something out of nothing. It can bring good our of evil. It can raise 
the dead to life, and it can turn sinners into saints. In fact this love becomes the 
clearest way to identify an authentic Christian. Authentic love becomes the 
reason for evangelization.  
   Depending on whom we are around, it can be all too easy to allow the em-
bers of charity in our hearts to be extinguished. The world can be a dark and 
cynical place of we do not burn brightly with the fire of love. Love has the           
power to change us, and through us love has the power to change even the 
most hardened of hearts. Today you can be love incarnate! Your love can be 
what sets someone free to accept Christ’s love for all eternity. Be that love to 
the world! 

The Seven Pillars of Effective Evangelization: 
 

7).  Missionful-The Principle The Church needs w to be 
always looking outward to invite others to follow Christ. By 
her nature the Church is missionary. As Pope Paul VI said: 
“evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the 
Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to            
evangelize, that is to say, in order to preach and teach, to be 
the channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile sinners with God, 
and to perpetuate Christs sacrifice in the Mass, which is the 
memorial of His death and glorious resurrection.” If we are 
not reaching out we are not fulfilling the very reason that the Church exists. 
Evangelization brings real hope to a culture drowning despair. Evangelization 
overcomes the culture of death with the abundant life of Christ. By being com-
mitted to being missionful every day we will be instruments available for the Lord 
to use when and how He wants. We will be able to enter into authentic         
dialogues that can introduce truth, beauty and goodness into a world that strug-
gles through darkness and despair. By living in the Holy Spirit we will be able to 
recognize where people are at and call them to a deeper life with the Triune 
God. If we can do that, then we can help them become disciples who will be full 
of mission bring bringing the joy of the Gospel to more people every day. 

Priests and religious devote their lives in service to others, and there are                  
opportunities to share love and appreciation with them. Holidays are important time 
to include them with your families celebrations, or for a simple meal.  
 

Pope Francis said, “No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocations flows 
from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faith people, in the                      
experience of fraternal  love.  

 

Join us as the Youth  

of St. John’s Present 
 

“The Story  

of Baby Jesus” 
 

Sunday, January 6th   

at 10:00AM  

followed by mass 

As a national renewal, the Knights of Columbus                       
ask our families to be joined                                                                  

to the love of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
 
O Lord Jesus, you lived in the home of Mary and 
Joseph in Nazareth. 
There you grew in age, wisdom and 
grace 
as you prepared to fulfill your mission                                            
as our Redeemer. 
We entrust our family to you. 
 

O Blessed Mary, you are the Mother of 
our Savior. 
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus and nurtured him       
in the peace and joy of your home. 
We entrust our family to you. 
 

O Saint Joseph, you provided a secure                                    
and loving home for Jesus and Mary, 
and gave us a model of fatherhood                                            
while showing us the dignity of work. 
We entrust our family to you. 
 

Holy Family, we consecrate ourselves                                       
and our family to you. 
May we be completely united in a love                                        
that is lasting, faithful 
and open to the gift of new life. 
 Help us to grow in virtue, to forgive one another 
from our hearts, and to live in peace all our days. 
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer,                
diligent in our work, and generous toward those in 
need. 
May our home, O Holy Family,                                                             
truly become a domestic church 
where we reflect your example in our daily life. 
Amen. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!  
Prayer composed by Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, 

 

    
Love God -  
  Serve God 

 

  Love Others -  
  Serve Others 

 

  Make  
  Disciples 

 
 

  December 23rd, 2018  

 

Pastor:  Fr. Ron Garry                            
  ron.stjohns@midconetwork.com   
  605-850-8593 
 

Parish Secretary: Sherri Stoeser                                                        
  sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Josie Huck Tardiff                                                  
  josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com  
 
Rectory (605) 223 - 2176 

Fax       (605) 223 - 2805 

Hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5 pm 

Website www.stjohnsfortpierre.org 

206 West Main  Ave. Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532   

Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church 
Our Sacred Vision: Like Jesus, Saint John’s Church  

is a welcoming, serving, vibrant community,  

forming saintly disciples. 

Prayer 
Stewardship 

Solidarity 
Mercy 
Charity  
Family 

Confessions: Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 PM or appointment  

Mass Times: Saint John’s, on the Lord’s Day                           

  Saturday - 5:30 PM                                                                      
  Sunday -   7:30 & 10:00 AM  
   

Weekday Mass ***(check bulletin weekly schedule)                

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 7:00 AM                                  
  Tuesday -  5:30 PM                                                                      
  Saturday -  8 AM  (1st Saturday of the month only) 
                                                                                        
Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre, on the Lord’s Day:                         

  Saturday - 5:00 PM, Sunday, 8:00 & 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
  Marriage - 6 months preparation: Call Father Ron. 
  Baptism  -  Call Father Ron for information. 
  Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure scheduled,    
  please call to schedule the celebration of  the Sacrament. 

 Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah,  

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb,  

and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,  cried out in a loud voice and 

said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting 

reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 

Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 

would be fulfilled." Lk 1:39-45 

Mary visits Elizabeth,  

who sings praise to Mary and her child. 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

  On this the last Sunday before Christmas, our Gospel read-
ing prepares us to witness Christ's birth by showing us how 
Jesus was recognized as Israel's long-awaited Messiah even 
before his birth. The Gospel turns our attention from the         
ministry of John the Baptist to the events that preceded John 
the Baptist's birth. The story of John the Baptist and his           
parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's 
Gospel. Luke pairs the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus, 
establishing John's early connection to the Messiah. 

   Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the                  
announcement of Jesus' birth by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes 
to visit Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth 
greets Mary with full recognition of the roles that they and 
their unborn children will play in God's plan for salvation. 
If we were to continue to read the verses that follow in Luke's 
Gospel, we would hear Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting 
with her song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and 
echo God's history of showing favor upon the people of Israel. 

   In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity 
as God to those who believe. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and sings Mary's praise because she bears the Lord. 
We sing these words of praise to Mary in the Hail Mary. Even 
John the Baptist, the unborn child in Elizabeth's womb, is said 
to recognize the presence of the Lord and leaps for joy. 

   It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider 
the role of Mary in God's plan of salvation. Elizabeth describes 
Mary as the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's 
word to her would be fulfilled. Mary's faith enabled her to         
recognize the work of God in her people's history and in her 
own life. Her openness to God allowed God to work through 
her so that salvation might come to everyone. Because of this, 
Mary is a model and symbol of the Church. May we be like 
Mary, open and cooperative in God's plan for salvation.                     
Loyola Press 



                        

             St. John’s Weekly Schedule 
 

 

Sunday, December 23rd  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  6:00 –7:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration, Confessions 

  No Classes  
 

Monday, December 24th Christmas Eve Masses 

  12:00-1:00 PM Confessions 

   4:00PM,  6:00PM, 12:00 midnight   
 

Tuesday, December 25th Christmas Day  

    10:00 AM Mass 
 

Wednesday, December 26th 

   9:00 AM Mass  

   No Classes 
 

Thursday, December  27th Saint John Feast Day 

   9:00 AM Mass Potluck Breakfast in Padre Hall 
 

Sunday, December 30th 

   No Classes-Classes resume Sunday, January 6th 8:30-9:45 AM 

Welcome to all newcomers and those visiting!   

  Please take a welcome brochure at the church entrance.  

To register, contact the parish office or go online at 

www.stjohnsfortpierre.org 

From Father Ron 
       
 

 

May the Lord bless in the covenant of marriage, 

December 15th:  

 Matti Kuykendall and Geoffrey Osterman 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to God's family of the church through the 

waters of baptism, Dec.16th:                  

Major and Corbin,  

sons of Adam and Courtney Shelton 

 

 
4th Sunday of Advent – Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that 

we, to whom the incarnation of Christ your Son was 
made known by the message of an angel, may by 
his passion and cross, be brought to the glory of his 
resurrection. Amen. Pray with your guardian angel, 
against the devil, for the renewal of Jesus born in 
your heart, for your mission with your family to be a 
light for the world. Prepare with food for family, with 

service to friends, to be ready for the Holyday 
 

 

Thursday, December 27th, 9am Mass, on the parish 
feast day of St. John the Evangelist. Bring your 

leftover Christmas treats to eat after mass. O Glorious Saint John, you 
were so loved by Jesus that you merited to rest your head upon his breast, 
and to be left in his place as a son to Mary. Obtain for us an ardent love for 
Jesus and Mary. Let me be united with them now on earth and forever 

after in heaven. 

 

 

As the child in Elizabeth's womb leaped for joy when the Blessed Virgin, pregnant with the   

   Son of God, came to meet her, so may our hearts leap with joy at the wonders of new life  

   promised in every expectant mother.  
Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Inspire us to rejoice with all expectant parents and to support them 
with our prayers...  
Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Comfort expectant fathers when they are afraid...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Share your courage with all women who fear the coming birth of  

   their child...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Be close to all expectant mothers, as they bear the child of their  

   womb... 

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Give us the joy of Saint Elizabeth and her son whenever we meet   

   the miracle of new life...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Pray that all our laws may protect and defend the innocent life  

   which lives within each mother's womb...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Give courage by your example to those who greet the news of their  

   pregnancy with fear...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Teach us to support all expectant parents and to increase their joy  

   in the miracle of God's work within them...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Ask that God gives us the wisdom to support those tempted to abort    

   their child's life...  

Holy Mary, Mother of Joy: Inspire even those who perform abortions with the truth of him  

   whom you bore in your womb... 

Weekly Readings: 

Sunday, December 23rd: Micah 5:1-4   Hebrews 10:5-10   Luke 1:39-45 

Monday, December 24th: 2 Samuel 7:15, 8-12, 14, 16  Luke 1:67-79  

Tuesday, December 25th: Isaiah 52:7-10  Hebrews 1:1-6 John 1:1-18                                      

Wednesday, December 26th: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Matthew 10:17-22                             

Thursday, December 27th:  1 John 1:1-4 John 20:1, 2-8                                          

Friday, December 28th: 1 John 1:5—2:2 Matthew 2:13-18                       

Saturday, December 29th: 1 John 2:3-11 Luke 2:22-35            

Sunday, December 30th: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Colossians 3:12-21 Luke 2:41-52 

Living the Mission Campaign Prayer 

Lord, we turn to you with joy in our hearts, 

For all that we have and are comes from you. 

Guide us to become good stewards                                               

of the many gifts you have given us. 

Make Living the Mission a true labor of love                                                            

for all of us so that our local Church may be strengthened. 

Give us generous and sacrificial hearts following Your example, 

providing for our brothers and sisters who are the church in Western 
South Dakota. Inspire us to build a lasting legacy of faith, so that we, 
and the  generations to follow, will ever more joyfully, boldly and               
lovingly proclaim and live the mission of Jesus Christ, leading to eternal 

life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
 

   In the Diocesan Campaign, 18 generous families have pledged  
$148,628 towards our goal of $355,000. In January, we will again          
present the appeal. Fr Ron and campaign chairs Bob & Olivia Conrad 
are grateful. Video at www.rapidcitydiocese.org/living-the-mission 

Tips for Divorced Catholic Parents at Christmas                  

catholicmom.com/2018/12/07/tips-for-divorced-catholic-parents-at-

christmas  

Parish council members are: Mary Beth Fravel, Laura Hand,                       
Dani Hanson,  Jessica Holt, Kelly Madsen, Judy Weisgram. 
 

Finance Council members are: Mike Weisgram, Eileen Fischer,             
Mike Kenzy,  Bob Ricketts, Bob Riter, John Schmidt. 
 

 

                                                  Birthdays 
Sat.22 Edith Hoffman, Rand Newland 

Mon.24 Merlin Bennett 

Tue.25 Beverly Mehlhaff 

Wed.26 Letisha Pederson, Bob Spencer 

Thu.27 Lily Cook, Ava Johnson 

Fri.28 Colton Cass, Lois Knudson 

Sat.29 Matthew Coverdale, Elijah Hand                             

       Troy Roberts, Brian Stewart 

Sun.30 Lena Buschbom 

                    Anniversaries 
Sat.29 Ron and Lee Calkins 

Sun.30 Kelly and Jackie Cross 
 

 

                  If you have a birthday or anniversary you would like included                                                 
    please notify the church office with the dates.  

Next weeks Ministers Dec. 29/30 
 

Saturday, 5:30 pm   Sacristan: Sandy Spencer              
   Readers: Diane Smith, NEED                               
   EM’s: Irma LeFaive, Dorothy Smith     
   Servers: Abby Lott, Anastyn Baade              
   Gift Bearers: Jack and Sue Kuhl  
   Cantor: Joan Schueller   
 Sunday, 7:30 am  Sacristan: Mary Giddings    
   Readers: Mary Giddings, NEED                    
   EM’s: Beth and Isiah Hand               
   Servers: Camrie and Ridge Leimbach                
   Gift Bearers: Glen and Mary Dozark   
Sunday, 10:00 am  Sacristan: Pat Storms                                                                                                        
   Readers: Rob Coverdale, Al Berreth              
   EM’s: Pat Storms, Andrew Coverdale, Ella and Michelle Hand, Noreen Plumage   
   Servers: Matthew Coverdale, Cadence and Reese Hand                      
   Gift Bearers: Colleen Kusser   Cantor: Michelle Hummann          

Ministry Schedule 

 

 

Please pray for the sick and suffering: Cody Olson, Curtis Egan, David Hand,   
Bob Parliman, Ted Schlechter, Mike Sines,  Amelia Larson,  Peggy Hoffman,               
Walter Abbott, Eugene Nagel, Chris Boxley, Joe Pitlick,  Susan Bennett,                      
Paul Storms, Derald Gross, Shirley Gross, Tom LeBrun,  Ted Patton, Beverly Moon, 
Connie Waldner,  Lynette Singleton,  Lou Ann Leischer, Jerry Sylva,                                
Trent Giddings, Gina Gruman,  Susan Mollman, Evonne Flax,  Kayleen Fulton,                
Dan Donahue, Cindy Hanson,  Darlene LeClaire, David DeJean, Madlyn Fischer, 
Mary Dozark,  Steve Howard, Bob Manning,  Susan Kary,  Ruth Carey,                            
Brad Maskcovich, Ken Stewart, Cory Baier, Shirley Weiseler,  David Lowenstein,  
Tom Garrity,  Carl Mathews, Frank Fransen, Delmer Fawcett,  Mike Maskcovich,  
Evie Graber, Milton Tiper, Denny Weaver, Misty Brown, David Gross, Carl Rathbun,  
Mike Kelly, Steve Zaiko, Ashlynn Fitts, Brian Dumas, Freda Lawhon, William 
Anderson,  John Manning, Richard Brown,  Pam Patton, Kathryn Schlechter,                    
Keri Hendrickson, Heidi Alban, Yvonne Ehlers, Eva Fischer, Cassie Miller,  Mona 
Lierly, Kathy Fenwick, Lynae Benham,  Theresa Severyn,  Kaylee Jo Gallagher and 
all who ask for our special prayers. To add/amend list call Irma LeFaive - 280-9055.       
If you would like a prayer shawl please call church office.   

Saturday, December 22nd      

      5:30 PM + Paul Kern By: Mark Barnett 

Sunday,  December 23rd       

       7:30 AM    Intentions of the Parish                                                                                

       10:00 AM  + Burton Weaver By: Jerry and Patty Lihs                   

Monday, December 24th    

         4:00 PM + Father Dale Kutil and Father Brian Fawcett  

         6:00 PM + All deceased St. John’s Parishioners 

         12:00 AM  SI Father Ron Garry 

Tuesday, December 25th   

         10:00 AM Intentions of the Parish           

Wednesday, December 26th  

        9:00 AM  + Steve Zinter By: Janine Kern  

Thursday, December 27th  Saint John’s Feast Day 

        9:00 AM  SI Steve Howard By: Riggs Class of ‘77 

Friday, December 28th  

        No Mass  

Saturday,  December 29th 

        5:30 PM   + Robert and Eleanor Unterbrunner By: Frank and Dianne Larson 

Sunday, December 30th     

        7:30 AM  Intentions of the Parish                      

        10:00 AM   SI Pond Families By: Sid and Carol Pond  
 

Mass Intentions: If you would like to have a Mass for your loved one                                 

 Living or  Deceased,  Mass Intentions envelopes at church entrance.   

12/16/2018      SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
 

  Regular Collection   $ 7,028.15 

 Online Giving        $   460.00          

 Plate                $   584.93  

 Total                $ 8,073.08 

Adopt a Seminarian: $20.00      

PRAA-West River Priest Retirement: $50.00    

Building Fund: $1,100.00                

  Monthly Loan Payment for Heating system:  $2,600.00                                          

  December donations to the building fund:    $1,921.00 
 
 

Thank-you to all who faithfully contribute to the building fund to help pay our $2600 

loan payment every month.  Current debt is: $92,183.99. 
                   

Knights of Columbus news:  Little Flower Council #6117                       
                       

 Formation and  Knighthood ceremonies in Ft. Pierre  - January 27  

 KC free throw contest Jan. 13th,1:00 in Parkview gym with          

        Districts in Highmore Feb 10th at 1:30   

 4th degree exemplification Feb 10 at 1:00 in Pierre Hall,  

 4th degree Christmas party Jan 13th in Padre Hall. 

 Breakfasts will be every 2nd Sunday of the month.  
 

Football: Thurs.: 39 Gary Goeden  Sun.: 67 Audry Ricketts  Mon.: 93  Bev Stoeser  
 

     

                                                  
 

  

   

 

 

 

 

Formed: Our parish subscription (free to parishioners) has a great online  library 
of  Catholic  movies, audio CD’s, and downloadable books. Sign on via a Web 
browser, or apps in Apple/Android. With a browser go to Formed.org. Enter St. 
Johns code: 3KHGCJ. Create a username &  password; once registered, go into 
Formed.org, upper right hand corner, click login.  
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church on Facebook and  Instagram   
Links can be found on stjohnfortpierre.org.  

Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest: sponsored by the Knight’s of  

Columbus this year for all kids ages 5-14. There are 3 age groups - - 5-7 yrs., 8-10 

yrs., and 11-14 yrs. Winners advance to the state level. The poster must be accom-

panied with an entry form - deadline: turn in before Tuesday, December 25th.  

  Please put a slogan  under your picture. First Place receives $50 gift card and a 

rosary. Second Place receives: $25 gift certificate. 

Curt Merriman and Adam Shelton from our Parish recently joined the 
Knights of Columbus St John's Parish Council.  They were with four other 
gentlemen that joined St. Peter and Paul Parish KC Council.  We welcome 
Curt and Adam as they join 68 current members of our church KC Council. 

Coming to Pierre!!: Gosnell Movie is opening State 123 Theater on Friday, January 

18, and will continue playing for one week!  http://www.gosnellmovie.com/press/  
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